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ELLEN DONAGHEY, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

JUSTIN STERRITT, BUDGET DIRECTOR, CITY OF BOSTON  

FY19 UPDATED REVENUE ASSUMPTIONS 

& ANTICIPATED COSTS



FY19 Operating 
Budget Preview



FISCAL RESPONSIBILITY

Four years in a row Boston has maintained is perfect 
AAA bond rating.

• “The Aaa rating reflects the city’s strong fiscal management 

and stable financial position”

• This rating is a reflection, in part, of a city wide commitment to 
responsible fiscal practices, like
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Responsible budgeting Revenue maximization

Cost containment Long-term planning

Data-based decisions Fiscal Management



FY19 BUDGET PARAMETERS

Strong property tax and local receipt revenue in FY19, but worsening state 
aid:

• Property tax surpassed expectations in FY17 and FY18

• Falling State Aid

While revenue is positive, spending pressures limit opportunities for 
investment:

• Charter assessment will continue to rise next year, projected at $20M

• Pension contributions will increase in to maintain our schedule will cost an 
additional $17M.

• Growth in health insurance is down from the historical average but will still 
increase.

• The cost of new and existing projects through the Cities Capital Plan will 
drive debt service higher next year. 
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RECURRING REVENUE
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Category
FY18 

Budget
FY19 

Maintenance Change Description

Permanent Employees 24,232,575 24,417,436 184,861 Additional step increases 

Overtime 325,000 325,000 0 Level funded 

Other Salary Costs 172,900 170,400 -2,500 Minor adjustment to match actual

Telecomm/Utilities 3,626,986 3,625,832 -1,154 Level funded 
Repairs/Maintenance 
Buildings 2,182,879 2,190,907 8,028

Level funded - HVAC contract 
in 3 years

Repairs/Service 
Equipment 375,534 224,100 -151,434 Reclassify costs

Contracted Services 1,696,479 1,977,099 280,620

Reclassify costs - overall increase 
includes higher estimates for new 

contracts

Misc Supplies/Materials 2,810,008 2,825,008 15,000 Minor increases to collection

Other Costs 573,128 588,037 14,909 Primarily increases to software

Equipment 35,000 35,000 0

Total 36,030,489 36,378,819 348,330 1%

City Operating Budget



Category FY18 External FY19 External Change Description

Permanent Employees 3,038,352 3,045,553 7,201
Minor adjustments based on current 

projections

Overtime 250,000 200,000 -50,000
Minor adjustments based on current 

projections

Other Salary Costs 55,100 54,500 -600

Telecomm/Utilities 0 0 0

Repairs/Maintenance 
Buildings 471,220 320,000 -151,220

Consolidate spending under "contracted 
services"

Repairs/Service Equip 197,885 0 -197,885
Consolidate spending under "contracted 

services"

Contracted Services 2,309,380 2,934,210 624,830

Misc. Supplies/Materials 1,719,643 1,539,563 -180,080 Reflect updated FY18 spending

Furniture/Equipment 231,890 195,000 -36,890

Programming 550,370 418,182 -132,188

Anticipated reduction in foundation funding
& consolidate costs

Other Costs 19,500 25,000 5,500

TOTAL 8,843,340 8,732,008 -111,332

FY19 TRUSTEE MAINTENANCE BUDGET SUBMISSION 



Projected FY19 Resources

Resource FY18 Budget 
FY19 

Maintenance 
Change Notes 

City of 
Boston 36,030,489 36,378,819 348,330 1% increase - maintenance only 

Affiliates 1,021,486 800,183 (221,303)

Decrease based upon availability
of Foundation funding 

State 
Funding

3,280,757 3,278,050 

(2,707)
Based on Governor's budget  

Trust Fund 
Income 1,960,732 1,964,079 3,347 

Other 
Sources 2,580,365 2,689,696 109,331 

Estimated 
FY19 
Resources: 44,873,829 45,110,827 236,998 



EAMON SHELTON, DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS

ALISON FORD, SPECIAL PROJECTS MANAGER

ROSLINDALE BRANCH RENOVATION & DESIGN



ROSLINDALE BRANCH

Boston Public Library

03/08/2018
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PAVERS / CONCRETE

CONCRETE



GROUND COVER & TREE SHRUBS

PERFORATED SCREEN

WOOD DECK & BENCH
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TRUST FUNDS INITIATIVES FY19

ELLEN DONAGHEY, CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER

MICHAEL COLFORD, DIRECTOR OF LIBRARY SERVICES

LAURA IRMSCHER, CHIEF OF COLLECTIONS



TRUST FUNDS

* Artick Children’s Room Fund

* Helen O’Storrow Memorial Fund

* Dr. Samuel Abbot Green Memorial Fund 



WEBSITE LAUNCH TIMELINE

MELINA SCHULER, CHIEF OF COMMUNICATIONS

SCOT COLFORD, ONLINE & WEB SERVICES MANAGER



bpl.org


