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BPL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO SIGN UP 
FOR PUBLIC COMMENT VIA THE CHAT TAB BY 9:00 A.M.

PLEASE INCLUDE “YOUR NAME” AND “PUBLIC COMMENT”

* INCLUDE PHONE AND/OR EMAIL FOR FOLLOW UP IF NEEDED 
OR SEND TO THE CLERK OF THE BOARD AT PCARVER@BPL.ORG

Priscilla H. Douglas, Chair

3.15.22

mailto:pcarver@bpl.org


BPL OPENING STATEMENT

The Trustees of The Boston Public Library reaffirm our commitment to racial equity and to principles of 
diversity equity and inclusion, more broadly.

The Library is formally committed to becoming an anti-racist organization in response to systemic racism, 
inequity, and injustice prevalent in our society.

We acknowledge also that the Boston Public Library’s Central Library stands on land that was once a water-
based ecosystem providing sustenance for the indigenous Massachusetts people and is a place which has long 
served as a site of meeting and exchange among nations. We are committed to land acknowledgements for all 
locations at which we operate.

We reaffirm this commitment to set the context for our planning, deliberations, and public engagement so 
that they take place from the spirit of welcome and respect, found in our motto ‘free to all.’

Taken from the Institutional Statement Ratified by the Board of Trustees for the Boston Public Library on September 29, 2020.



BPL Chair’s Report
Priscilla H. Douglas

• Welcome Remarks

• Roll Call of Trustees 

• Approval of Minutes from 1.18.21 



BPL President’s Report
David Leonard

• General Updates

1. Introduction of Jaclyn Munson, Assistant Corporation Counsel for the BPL

2. Introduction of Roudnie Celestin, Equity Coordinator/Program Officer 



Review of FY23 Budget
– David Leonard, President

– Ellen Donaghey, Chief Financial Officer 



Category FY2022 FY2023 Change % Change Description

Permanent Employees 28,046,795 28,127,581 80,786 0.3% No COLAs, several old positions deleted

Overtime 325,000 325,000 0 0.0%

Other Salary Costs 142,000 142,000 0 0.0% unemployment, workers compensation, MBTA passes

Telecomm/Utilities 3,602,675 3,623,171 20,496 0.6%

Repairs/Maintenance 

Buildings 2,537,150 2,648,123 110,973 4.4% HVAC, elevators, fire alarm, glass repair

Repairs/Service Equipment 174,100 174,100 0 0.0% snow equipment, gates, fire extinguisher, etc.

Contracted Services 3,018,649 2,738,649 -280,000 -9.3% Joy money, earmarks, facility inspections, pest control, security

Misc Supplies/Materials 3,325,008 3,914,686 589,678 17.7% collections

Other Costs 1,024,480 1,004,126 -20,354 -2.0% Chinatown rent, software licenses, debt service

Equipment 47,000 47,000 0 0.0% 0%

Total 42,242,857 42,744,436 501,579 1.2%

FY23 Maintenance Budget 



Resource
FY22 

Budget 
FY23 Budget Change Notes 

Affiliates 1,650,490 1,547,481 (103,009)

Interlibrary Loan 100,000 100,000 0 Final State Budget ~June 

Library for the Commonwealth 3,386,189 3,479,842 93,653 Final State Budget ~June 
State Aid 752,952 752,952 0 Depends upon funding levels and 

applications 

Trust Fund Spending 1,333,527 1,374,648 41,121 

Other Sources 2,234,585 2,171,698 (62,887) Uncertainty on events 

Total 9,457,743 9,426,621 (31,122)

External Spending Projections



Fiscal Year 23 
Capital Project Requests
– David Leonard, President



Continuing Projects

Rare Books and Manuscripts Department Renovation
• Finishing up construction and move in to reopen in 2022

$15.7m

Faneuil Branch Renovation and Addition
• In construction, reopening 2023

$14m

McKim Fire Alarm Panel Replacement 
• In design 

$1m

Codman Square Programming Study
• To be completed April 2022

$100k

Central Library Façade Study and Repairs 
• Consultant contract work being completed now

$400k

Chinatown Branch Design and Fit Out 
• Developer selection process happening now

$25m

Fields Corner Branch Design and Construction
• Architect contract being finalized now

$20m



Requests To Move Projects to Next Phase

Research Collections Preservation and Storage
• With information gathered in the study begin efforts to scope additional space

$200k

McKim Master Plan 
• Further the ideas in the master plan into a phased construction and funding schedule

$375m

Egleston Square Branch Design 
• The design of a new stand alone branch building on the site of the existing branch

$25.3m

Uphams Corner Branch Design and Fit Out 
• Development RFP for housing and a branch being finalized for spring release now

$25m

West End Branch Design and Fit Out
• Start process for creating RFP for development of site with housing and a branch

$24.3m



FY22 Project Requests Yet to Start

North End Branch Programming Study $100k

South End Branch Programming Study $500k

South Boston Branch Programming Study $100k

FY23 New Project Requests

Connolly Branch Improvements
• The branch needs a new mechanical system, new windows, roof and façade waterproofing, 

paint and flooring as well as new furniture

Budget TBD

Hyde Park Branch Improvements
• The branch needs a new boiler, new windows, roof and façade repairs, paint and flooring as well 

as new furniture

Budget TBD



Review of Reach Numbers
June 2021-January 2022

– Michael Colford, Director of Library Services 





Comparison of FY 20 to FY22 Quarter 2



Programs Comparison



Visitors Comparison 



Circulation Comparison 



Wireless Sessions



Computer Usage



Quarter2 Comparison 



Finance & Audit Committee 
– Evelyn Arana-Ortiz, Committee Chair





























































Finance & Audit Committee
Evelyn Arana-Ortiz, Committee Chair

A.   Recommendation to delegate approval for KBLIC Glass Enclosure Invitation for bid                           

• VOTED: “that, the Trustees of the Public Library of the City of Boston recommend delegating 
approval of the contract award for the Kirstein Business Library and Innovation Center glass to the 
Finance and Audit Committee.” 

B.   Approve McKim Catering Contract extension                                                                        

• VOTED: “that, the Trustees of the Public Library of the City of Boston extend the Catering and McKim 

Restaurant Contract with The Catered Affair, 70 Ledgewood Place, Rockland, MA 02370 by a period 

of twelve months to October 31, 2023.”



New Business
Priscilla H. Douglas, Chair



Public Comment

• If follow up is required, please send your contact email 
or phone number to the Clerk of the Board at 

pcarver@bpl.org

• People will be chosen in the order they were received 
and allowed 2 minutes to speak. 

• The Moderator will unmute your mic when you are 
called on. 

• Comments made in chat during meeting will not be 
acknowledged.

mailto:pcarver@bpl.org


BPL BOARD OF TRUSTEES

Next meeting held May 24,2022 at 8:30 a.m.                                              

* Subject to change* 


