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TRANSLATIONS

Translations for this meeting are available live in the following languages:

Chinese (Cantonese)
Spanish (Espanol)

Listen in:
Select the language you would
like to hear the presentation in

Original audio (interpretation off)

v @ English
@ Cantonese

o Espanol

Mute original audio . . :
Select mute original audio to

Manage language interpretation... only hear your selected

language channel

=
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AGENDA

Community Meeting #5
February 10, 2025

Introductions

Schedule and Process
Community Meeting Recap
Floor Plan Update
Neighborhood Context
Exterior Design Concept
Interior Design Concept
Next Steps

Q&A Discussion
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PROJECT TEAM

South End
Community

Boston Public
Public Facilities
Library Dept.

City of Boston

U

Utile Consultants

Architects and
Engineers

Design Team

BOSTON
M PUBLIC
LIBRARY

utile

M

City of Boston
Public Facilities

4



ACCELERATED PROJECT SCHEDULE

Design Phase
3 months 3 months 12 months
Community Input
: . : : : Future
Community Community Community Community Community Communit
Meeting #1 Meeting #2 Meeting #3 Meeting #4 Meeting #5 Meeting Y
Jan 8, 2024 Feb 12, 2024 June 12, 2024 Dec 4, 2024 Feb 10, 2025 TBD in 2025
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COMMUNITY MEETING RECAP
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COMMUNITY MEETING #1 SUMMARY

CORE BRANCH LIBRARY BUILDING PROGRAM

COMMUNITY STUDY
ROOM ROOMS

100-150 SEATS 10R2
FOUR-PERSON
ROOMS

Meeting and Study Spaces

e Overview of engagement process and

timeline

e History of the branch location and current
building design

e Core branch library program review

|

|

1877

Library created at the
current site in the

basement of the Mercantile

Library Association

Building, from a gift of
18.000 books from the

Association.

Image: BPL Atlascope

1879

Branch moves to the English
High School at
Warren/Montgomery &

Dartmouth (demolished, now

McKinley Elementary).

Image: King's Handbook of
Boston. 4th ed. 1881

1904

Branch moves to The Every
Day Church at 397 Shawmut
Avenue (demolished, now Villa
Victoria).

Image: Hawes, Josiah Johnson,

1808-1901

1923

Branch moves again to the
John J. Williams Municipal
Building at Shawmut Avenue
and West Brookline Street
(now Blackstone Community
Center and Auditorium).

Image: Cyrus Dahmubed /Utile

g% BPUBLIC til
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1971

Branch returns home to its
first location in a new building
designed by Romaldo Giurgola
of Mitchell Giurgola, in part as
a result of Urban Renewal-era
planning and demolition.

The finished building differs
significantly and is smaller

than the original proposal.

Image: Bill McQueen

M
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OMMUNITY MEETING #2 SUMMARY

SUMMARY e Proposed South End Library building

Renovation + Addition - 17,100 SF New Construction One Story - 15,050 SF New Construction Two Story - 15,845 SF program

- A A\ e Site Observations

e Test Fits

Opportunities: Opportunities: Opportunities:
e Preserves the existing building shape and facades along e ‘The main entrance is directly off of Tremont Street and e Maintains the majority of Library Park
I'remont and West Newton Street West Newton Street e ‘The main entrance is directly off of Tremont Street and
e Locates most (but not all) new construction above the e All program areas are located above the floodplain Library Park
floodplain e All program areas are on one floor e All program areas are located above the floodplain
Constraints: Constraints: Constraints:

e The existing building and some new coj
in the floodplain

e Headroom in the first floor of the addit
limited (approximately 8 feet ceilings): 1

+ Gt |MPACTS TO THE ADJACENT PARK AND TREES

building
e Approximately half of Library Park is lo} | ‘
including several mature trees % 2\ J! gt s |
e Entrance is set back from Tremont Str¢ 7| \ A\ . I
e Preserves the blank facades along Iren ‘ \ PAES 2 RS {
Newton Street \ |
e May require a second elevator in additi \ {. 7 R o ApmsssEmaees !
motorized lift dl_ - L\ [T i e S ——— e e e i (SPSESREE R —\
e (Ground floor is oversized for Adult coll \."\ { : / 2 !
to accommodate other programs ‘ il : J YN i
i |
[ 1 """"" & +— Approximate L A |
| i i _____________ Tree Canopy
e >
74 LA
AR S
| | : i
¢ i D 1971 Pavement
2 S—vesTs -, ! Footprint
g Wk 1 + 2,570 sf
' ® T o i 1 J
.......... -
1 / D
\ : \ (
| Umremromrye———————d = el S \

e BOSTON
Sk utile M ‘ o Ky e SN rutic Utile

LIBRARY

City of Boston
Public Facilities 8



COMMUNITY MEETING #3 SUMMARY

MULTI STORY OPTION - MASSING e Conceptual Layout of Building Program

e Space-by-space Review of Program

e Preliminary Massing

[
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COMMUNITY MEETING #4 SUMMARY

LANDSCAPE PLAN e Library Park Impacts

Library Park

e Progress Floor Plans

e Minimal park

intervention : Sr | | E
* Expanded Seating | R o | e Project Sustainability Initiatives
e Paving changes . . ’“f‘ : v" ﬁ\enggﬁg E
e Magnolia at park Unit paving i

o % CNYR Vae pa

e North planting
adds 385 SF

-
L

FIRST FLOOR PLAN

— {
Children’s Area ! Yot
c
o 13250-13750 - — “roeay U staft
@ Spaces
] ﬂivolumesqiri— | OO0 o
e 34 seats (6% ) L]
: Q000000000 4
increase)
LV V]
e 3 AWE computer oot sl cooooooooooon |0 |
stations wh o [ ’ CoOO0oOnO0000n
e Includes tweens W Q | | oooooooooooon E ‘
area, story time AW I OOOOO00000000
, [ ) 4 251t
area and crafts [N e
f ", iy () : B O —— —— — 15 f 1
Community Room ,." I". T O ’ 3] 1 o s o — ]
e 104 seated capacity |l ||| | ==t = ®
* Adjacenttolobby i/ || @ — L1 L] Ul
and main entrance || \ Children’s Area
e | \aEhash
|
Study Rooms ‘ '
e Opportunities for =t l 500 :
O
larger study spaces ook udy Rog () |
L Drop Yy - \ Story Time |
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SUSTAINABILITY

LEED SILVER CERTIFIED ALL-ELECTRIC BUILDING
SYSTEMS

HIGH-PERFORMANCE
BUILDING ENVELOPE

REDUCED HEAT ISLAND
EFFECT

PRESERVE EXISTING
TREES

N riss utile

STORMWATER
MANAGEMENT
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FLOOR PLAN UPDATE
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)Exnsﬂth BUIIEDING FobTPRNT
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New Footprint: 7,700 SF

16,100 SF ~ -

) (e & i Y

Existing Building Footprint:
6,400 SF

o W
—
o
{===H==m—=-
|
|
[‘

1 i‘:\:\ S "I

v I { AN | \
v r A | - o )] ] |
(U ARl A v ' 5!) ~
, Pt \ ' : / N

\ (
| i \ \} (
o ‘ {

o
o]
™ O T—
i, |
“‘
o ¥
P
;
-
O
t
P
l/_
[
A
-\\
2
W A ——— . ——————
'

o
B o e—-—- -
i (2 ol 1 1
[ p— S0 Sk i a1 o S o S s 4 s ' st et s W] 4 i (o J L

Entire Parcel Footprlnt S e R SN g O R ) Sy o e (1

‘ | l \\ \ ‘ —\ {: \ N \Ij] \:\
Y a1l P N~ il )
+ W \ “l,‘ N . J J
| P J )
o T '~.J__ | ¢ ~ N _\ X ™~ ~
== ' = 4 AN 1 ) ] J
3 g | '( £ 2 -7
> g ol ] v
l. { > g_\— > |
—~ 1 2 <
f 0 ) N~ I
' _r = + “.—\. - lll." " 9 ft +l- ' |
2|l : O e C 8] T £ = I |
‘. ';“ '7\) v,‘) ,\~- S expanslon l T
t 7 s ) & / /
' W\ o=, O | !
) ) N N\ ) O s
N\ > % o e f:vl.[_ | |
bI ) ° J A '
' TP . A |
[ | = 3 s E : :
1 L 'I. E | “ 'L I 7 -~ ~
L i e i & G '-_—\s_-._.u _____ i ih, SIP. Gn D A S G CE S GED. (N SHD. D U SR S S —— c— IS SIS S
C
o 4
} i N\ R r S T - R »
| | N T T
§ ( 1 .
\ < o | J ® o | o o (
S

BOSTON
% PUBLIC
LIBRARY

) ‘\I‘ {..r
|r) -
l“'\ - \
( |
{ \ ' \.
S\ o
e
5 ft +/- setback -
4.5 ft +/- expansion
N
v .
LS
C ‘

10’ 20° 40’

City of Boston
Public Facilities 13



ROPbSE BUILDING FOOT ﬂlNT
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PROPOSED SOUTH END BUILDING PROGRAM

15,500-16,500 SF

1,740 SF

2,005 SF

3,220 SF

835 SF
2,530 SF

780 SF

1,900 SF

415 SF

South End
(Proposed)

~
N ~ 4
\ S~
N N
N
.
\

-

_______________________

______________________

Approximately '

40%

increase in

9,400 SF

1,910 SF

600 SF

2,810 SF

190 SF

1,630 SF

960 SF

520 SF
500 SF

South End
(Existing)

Community - 2,005 SF

O

Community Meeting Room, seating
capacity of +/- 100

Multi-purpose meeting room, 8-10 seats
(3) Study rooms, 4-6 seats

(1) “Phone room” nook, 1-2 person
capacity

Adult Area - 3,220 SF

O
O
O
O

12,500 - 13,000 volumes
32 seats (20% increase)
12 computer stations
Includes Local History

Teen Area - 830 SF

O
O
O

3,000 volumes
10 seats (150% increase)
4 computer stations

Children Area - 2,530 SF

O

O
O
O

13,250 - 13,750 volumes

34 seats (6% increase)

4 AWE computer stations

Includes tweens area, story time area and
crafts

Staff - 780 SF
o Work room, break room, staff restroom
and storage
o Branch librarian’s office

Central Services - 1,900 SF
o Borrower’s desk
o Holds shelving, Friend’'s book sale,
community bulletin board and display
areas
o Restrooms

Entry - 415 SF
o Vestibule, lobby and book drop

Support - 1,740 SF
o Friend’s and facilities storage
o Mechanical and electrical rooms

Grossing Factor (+/- 15%)
o Circulation between program areas and
shaft spaces

BOSTON
% PUBLIC
LIBRARY

TOTAL - 15,500-16,500 SF

utile M

City of Boston
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A

FIRST FLOOR PLAN

Children’s Area
e 13,250 - 13,750
volumes

e 34 seats (6%
increase)

e 4 AWE computer
stations

e Includes tweens
area, story time
area, and crafts

Community Room

e 104 seated capacity

e Adjacent to lobby
and main entrance

Study Rooms
e Opportunities for
larger study spaces|
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|

SECOND FLOOR PLAN

Teens Area

e 3,000 volumes
e 10 seats (150%

increase)
e 4 computer stations

Adult Area

e 12,500 -13,000
volumes

e 32 seats (20%
increase)

e 12 computer stations

e Includes Local
History

Study & Multi-Purpose

Rooms

e Opportunities for _
multiple sized rooms
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THIRD FLOOR/ROOF PLAN
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT

\ = . ) 2 £ - . & R
' - n g - < f Lo A )
¢ <y . " o 3 .
- S - E g . —
g - < o ‘
.

Existing South End
Branch of the Boston
Public Library
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e

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT - STREET WALL

= | Distance from
e = T building frontage
| i ' to property line

12+ feet

Most buildings
along Tremont
street are set
back 4-8 feet from
the property line,
with a few
exceptions being
set back further,
and a few with no
setback at all.

BOSTON '
Eg% BOSTON City of Boston

LIBRARY Public Facilities 21




Rocs

NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT - END CAPS

Distance between
faces of buildings

80 feet

50 feet

Typically, the
space between
end caps along
Tremont street
compress to a
distance of 50
feet, while the
faces of buildings
along north-south
streets expand to
60 or sometimes
80 feet.




NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT - HEIGHT

Heights of
surrounding

e buildings

20 feet

Facade of existing
library at 11’ with

pop-up reaching 31’
. 70 feet

Heights along
Tremont Street
typically range
from 50 to 60 feet,
with some
exceptions.
Heights along the
north-south
streets are
typically lower at
40 feet.
Particularly north
of Tremont street.

BOSTON '
Eg% BOSTON 2 City of Boston

LIBRARY Public Facilities 23
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NEIGHBORHOOD CONTEXT - ARCHITECTURAL VARIETY
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EXTERIOR CONCEPT
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RELATING TO CONTEXT
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STREET VIEW
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INTERIOR CONCEPT
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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NEXT STEPS
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COMMUNITY INPUT

Jan
2024

Community
Meeting #1

Jan 8, 2024

Preliminary existing
conditions report

Present typical BPL
Branch Library building
program

Understand community
needs for South End
Branch

Feasibility Study

Community
Meeting #2

Feb 12, 2024

Update on existing
conditions findings

Develop preliminary
South End Branch
building program

Present preliminary
test-fits of program in
renovation and new
construction options

Determine Detailed
Space Requirements

Community
Meeting #3

Jun 12, 2024

Finalize Branch building
program

Update test-fits based
on feedback and study
findings

Develop
recommendation
scheme for further
design

Community
Meeting #4

Dec 4, 2024

Landscape
Improvements &
Shadow Studies

Initial Floor Plans

Sustainability

| We are here |

¢

Develop floor plans,
interior and exterior

design

Community
Meeting #5

Feb 10, 2025

Floor Plans Progress
Initial Exterior Views

Initial Interior Views

BOSTON
PUBLIC
LIBRARY

utile

M

Future
Community
Meeting

TBD in 2025
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QUESTIONS & COMMENTS?
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QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

For written comments or questions:
Use the chat dialog box

9 & 60 ©

.' Raise Hand

B - & - 3

ow Captions Reactions Apps

To ask a question:
Raise hand and wait to be called on

BOSTON :
Mayor Michelle Wu % PUBLIC H City of Boston
LIBRARY

Public Facilities 42



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

@ Hours & Locations v © Help v Login/MyBPL v

BOSTON
PUBLIC Searchthe | catalog ~ | by | Keyword
M LIBRARY Acyarce‘g
Aboutv~  Visitv  Books & Morev  Servicesv  Learning & Researchv @) Events~  Supportthe BPL~  Work at the BPL Writte n CO mm e nts O r que Stio n S C an al S O

be directed to:
Priscilla Foley
Director of Neighborhood Services

South End Branch Project

About the South End Branch

Branch Improvement Feedback 617—859—2233
pfoley@bpl.org
Name

Last
Email
Feedback *

Feedback can be issued through the
project page:
https: /www.bpl.org /south-end-project/

| BOSTON - City of Boston
Mayor Michelle Wu % m Y
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https://www.bpl.org/south-end-project/

THANK YOU!
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