
FELLOWES ATHENAEUM TRUST
ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Evelyn Arana Ortiz, Chair

April 2, 2025

Please sign up for Public Comment by 12:30pm via the “CHAT” or send written comments to 

the Clerk of the Board, pcarver@bpl.org. Comments left in the chat will not be acknowledged. 

mailto:pcarver@bpl.org


BPL OPENING STATEMENT

The Trustees of The Boston Public Library reaffirm our commitment to racial equity and to principles of 
diversity equity and inclusion, more broadly.

The Library is formally committed to becoming an anti-racist organization in response to systemic 
racism, inequity, and injustice prevalent in our society.

We acknowledge also that the Boston Public Library’s Central Library stands on land that was once a 
water-based ecosystem providing sustenance for the indigenous Massachusett people and is a place 
which has long served as a site of meeting and exchange among nations. We are committed to land 
acknowledgements for all locations at which we operate.

We reaffirm this commitment to set the context for our planning, deliberations, and public engagement 
so that they take place from the spirit of welcome and respect, found in our motto ‘free to all.’

Taken from the Institutional Statement Ratified by the Board of Trustees for the Boston Public Library on September 29, 2020.



Committee Chair Report
Evelyn Arana Ortiz 

A. Acknowledgement of the EDI Statement

B. Roll call of members

C. Approval of Meeting Minutes of 11.24.24

D. Review of current budget 
 



FY25 Budget

FY25 Funds Available            132,657.21     

FY25 Expenses to Date    

•  Project Management            (25,545.30) 

• Fellowes Programs            (23,998.49) 

• Branch Librarian Programs             (1,805.00) 

• Program Supplies/Advertising    

• Books/Subscriptions    

• Security/Custodian Charges                 (720.00) 

• Total Expenses:                     (52,068.79) 

• Purchase Orders             (73,062.60) 

• Budget remaining for Branch Librarian                 (3,195.00) 

    Available Balance                      4,330.82 

  

     



Priscilla Foley
Director of Neighborhood Services

• General  BPL Updates 



Life-long Learning and
Research Partner

Empowering curiosity and a 
love of reading, discovery, 
and scholarly exploration for 
all.

Trusted 
Resource

Connecting all people to reliable 
information and services that 
meet their needs and enrich their 
lives.

Welcoming 
Destination

Creating active, inclusive 
third spaces where every 
person can chart their own 
path.

Community 
Engager

Expanding the reach of 
the library beyond its physical 

walls so we can meet and 
engage communities where

they are.

Strategic 
Roles



Adult Summer Reading

• The Adult Summer Reading Program takes place June 1 through August 31! 
Sign up in person at any one of our branches to receive a Summer Reading 
sticker while supplies last. You may also sign up online at bpl.org/bingo, 
where you may also fill out, download, and print your bingo card.

• The available cards include the regular Bingo Challenge with reading and 
activity squares, the Read More bingo card without  activity squares, and 
the regular bingo card in Spanish, Chinese, Portuguese, and Haitian Creole.

Youth Summer Reading

• Immerse yourself in summer programming and develop stronger reading 
skills with Boston Public Library’s summer reading program for youth 0-17 
years old.

• The program runs from June to August.

http://www.bpl.org/bingo


Candelaria Silva-Collins
FATC Program Manager 

•  FY25 Programming Recap/Updates



FATF Programs   
December 2024  – March 2025

Presentation by 

Candelaria Silva-Collins



Program Categories

ARTS
• Afro-Latin Drumming & Culture
• Book Fair 
• Concerts
• Film
• Piano Lessons
• Visual Arts

INSTRUCTION
• Chair Yoga
• Cartooning
• Collage

INSTRUCTION
• Art + Meditation
• Movers & Makers 
• Afro-Latin Drumming
• Piano 
• Sewing Classes (Adults & Families)
• Creative Activities for Learning Mindfulness 
• Genealogy/Black History



Program Categories-2

HEALTH & WELL-BEING

• Art & Meditation
• CALM Experience Tween Program
• Chair Yoga
• Movers and Makers

AUDIENCE CATEGORIES

• Families 
• Youth 
• Adults 
• Seniors
• General 



Recent Programs

Photos



Kwanzaa Celebration



Luminous Joy: Yoga Classes (2/24/2025)



Luminous Joy: Yoga Classes
(2/10)



Roxbury Concert Series – 
(Yeemz & Carnival of the Animals)



Roxbury Concert Series

Carnival of the 
Animals
12-14-2024

Carnival of the 
Animals
12-14-2024

YEEMZ
2-15-2025



Piano Classes

Carlos & Twin 
Sisters
March 1st – 11 o’clock class

3 students
February 8th – 9 o’clock class

Carlos & student at 
board
February 1 – 9 o’clock class



More piano classes

Carlos 1-on-1
February 8th – 9 o’clock

Brother w sister #1
February 8th – 11 o’clock

Brother w younger 
sister
February 8th – 11 o’clock



Piano Classes – March 8



March 22 – Sebastian & Sanjana



Sewing 101 Bootcamp

Leslie English, 
Instructor
February 15th

Sewing 101 outline
February 15th

Closing Ceremony 
February 15th



Sewing 101 Students

Students
February 15th 

Students
February 15th

Student
February 15th



Sewing 101 Bootcamp



Makanda Project – Charles Tolliver



The concert crowd



Lining up for 2nd show & desserts



Upcoming Programs

Spring 2025



Coming this spring



Two more programs



Another two



Two again



Programs coming

(Flyers not yet submitted)

• Greater Roxbury Book Fair

• Afro-Latin Drumming & culture classes for youth



Thank you.  Any questions?



Review of 
Programming Services 

Michael Colford, Director of Library Services               



Gianna Gifford 
Chief of Adult Library Services

Deandra Williams 
Adult Programs Supervisor

Caren Rosales 
Systemwide Programs Librarian

BPL Programs 
Department



What’s New? Adult Programs Supervisor

o Created in 2024

Systemwide Programs Librarian

o Created in 2019

• Department size has doubled since 2019
• Shift from Central Library focus to system-wide programming
• Develop systems & structure to support programming throughout the BPL
• Added capacity to support major initiatives like the Fellowes Athenaeum 



Benefit for FATF Program

Existing Strengths

• Additional funding to go directly to programs

• Stronger collaborative ties to Branch staff 

• Better integration with BPL programming systemwide

• Existing system to reach potential program partners 

• Community input is vital

• Committee involvement does not change

• Established partners well documented



New Business
Evelyn Arana Ortiz, Committee Chair

              * Schedule next meeting



Public Comment
• People will be chosen in the order they were received 

and allowed 2 minutes to speak. 

• The Moderator will unmute your mic when you are 
called on. 

• Comments made in chat during meeting will not be 
acknowledged.

• If follow up is required, please send your contact email 
or phone number to the Clerk of the Board at 

     pcarver@bpl.org 

mailto:pcarver@bpl.org


Please visit bpl.org/Board of Trustees

for upcoming meeting 
details/information 

*Subject to change

Adjournment
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