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TRANSLATIONS

Select the language you would 
like to hear the presentation in

Select mute original audio to 
only hear your selected 
language channel

Translations for this meeting are available live in the following languages:

Chinese (Cantonese)
Spanish (Español)
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1. Introductions
2. Schedule and Process
3. Community Meeting Recap
4. Floor Plan Update
5. Interior Design Progress
6. Exterior Design Progress
7. Next Steps
8. Q&A Discussion

Community Meeting #6
May 28, 2025
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AGENDA
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PROJECT TEAM

City of Boston

Design Team

South End 
Community

Boston 
Public 

Library

Public 
Facilities 

Dept.

Utile 
Architects

Consultants
and

Engineers



Move-in & 
Opening

Building 
Construction
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ACCELERATED PROJECT SCHEDULE

Design Phase

12 months

Community Input

3 months

Community 
Meeting #1

Jan 8, 2024

Community 
Meeting #2

Feb 12, 2024

Community 
Meeting #3

June 12, 2024

Community 
Meeting #4

Dec 4, 2024

Community 
Meeting #6

May 28, 2025

3 months

Community 
Meeting #5

Feb 10, 2025

Construction
Documentation

Feasibility 
Study

Budget 
Approval Design 

Development
Schematic

Design



COMMUNITY MEETING RECAP
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COMMUNITY MEETING #1 SUMMARY
● Overview of engagement process and 

timeline

● History of the branch location and current 
building design

● Core branch library program review
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COMMUNITY MEETING #2 SUMMARY
● Proposed South End Library building 

program

● Site Observations

● Test Fits
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COMMUNITY MEETING #3 SUMMARY
● Conceptual Layout of Building Program

● Space-by-space Review of Program

● Preliminary Massing
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COMMUNITY MEETING #4 SUMMARY
● Library Park Impacts 

● Progress Floor Plans

● Project Sustainability Initiatives
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COMMUNITY MEETING #5 SUMMARY
● Progress Floor Plans

● Exterior Design Concept Introduction 

● Interior Design Concept Introduction 



SUSTAINABILITY

12

LEED SILVER CERTIFIED ALL-ELECTRIC BUILDING 
SYSTEMS

HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
BUILDING ENVELOPE

REDUCED HEAT ISLAND 
EFFECT

PRESERVE EXISTING 
TREES

STORMWATER 
MANAGEMENT



FLOOR PLAN UPDATE
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EXISTING BUILDING FOOTPRINT
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LIBRARY PARK
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EXISTING BUILDING FOOTPRINT
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PROPOSED SOUTH END BUILDING PROGRAM

South End
(Existing)

500 SF
520 SF

960 SF

1,630 SF

190 SF

2,810 SF

600 SF

1,910 SF

Entry

Central Services

Staff

Children Area

Teen Area

Adult Area

Community

Support

9,400 SF

Approximately 
40%

increase in 
space

Staff - 780 SF
○ Work room, break room, staff restroom 

and storage
○ Branch librarian’s office

Central Services - 1,900 SF
○ Borrower’s desk
○ Holds shelving, Friend’s book sale, 

community bulletin board and display 
areas

○ Restrooms

Entry - 415 SF
○ Vestibule, lobby and book drop

Support - 1,740 SF
○ Friend’s and facilities storage
○ Mechanical and electrical rooms

Grossing Factor (+/- 15%)
○ Circulation between program areas and 

shaft spaces

TOTAL - 15,500-16,500 SF

South End
(Proposed) 

415 SF

1,900 SF

780 SF

2,530 SF

835 SF

3,220 SF

2,005 SF

1,740 SF

15,500-16,500 SF

Community - 2,005 SF
○ Community Meeting Room, seating 

capacity of +/- 100 
○ Multi-purpose meeting room, 8-10 seats
○ (3) Study rooms, 4-6 seats

Adult Area - 3,220 SF
○ 12,500 - 13,000 volumes
○ 32 seats (18.5% increase)
○ 12 computer stations
○ Includes Local History

Teen Area - 830 SF
○ 3,000 volumes
○ 10 seats (250% increase)
○ 4 computer stations

Children Area - 2,530 SF
○ 13,250 - 13,750 volumes
○ 38 seats (18% increase) 
○ 4 AWE computer stations 
○ Includes tweens area, story time area and 

crafts



FIRST FLOOR PLAN
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Community 
Room

Staff Work 
Spaces Facilities

Storage

0 ft

2.5 ft

2.5 ft

0 ftChildren’s Area
● 13,250 - 13,750 

volumes
● 38 seats (18% 

increase) 
● 4 AWE computer 

stations 
● Includes tweens 

area, story time 
area, and crafts

Community Room
● 104 seated capacity
● Adjacent to lobby 

and main entrance

Study Rooms
● Opportunities for 

larger study spaces

Activity
/Crafts

Story 
Time

ENTRANCE 

WEST 
NEWTON ST

TREMONT ST 
SIDEWALK

Study 
Room

Children’s Area

ALLEY

Lobby / Central 
Services

8 FT



SECOND FLOOR PLAN
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Adults Area

Teens Area

Study 
Room

Teens Area
● 3,000 volumes
● 14 seats (250% 

increase)
● 4 computer stations

Adult Area
● 12,500 - 13,000 

volumes
● 32 seats (18.5% 

increase)
● 12 computer stations
● Includes Local 

History

Study & Multi-Purpose 
Rooms 
● Opportunities for 

multiple sized rooms

Multi-Purpose 
Room

Study 
Room

Branch 
Storage



THIRD FLOOR/ROOF PLAN
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Building 
Systems

Future Solar Panel Location

Future Solar Panel 
Location

HVAC 
Equipment

Roof Area
● Solar ready 

infrastructure 

Future Solar Panel 
Location

Future Solar Panel 
Location



INTERIOR DESIGN PROGRESS
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INDOOR - OUTDOOR
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Adults Area

Teens Area

Children Area

Community 
Room



ENTRANCE LOBBY
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ENTRANCE LOBBY
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CHILDREN READING AREA
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CHILDREN READING AREA
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ADULT READING AREA
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ADULT READING AREA
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TEEN READING AREA
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EXTERIOR DESIGN PROGRESS
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RELATING TO CONTEXT
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W NEWTON ST

TREMONT ST

RUTLAND SQ

LIBRARY PARK



TREMONT STREET VIEW
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WEST NEWTON CORNER
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WEST NEWTON AT ALLEY



LIBRARY PARK
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NEXT STEPS
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CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTATION & BIDDING PROCESS

Design team completes 
the Construction 

Documents

The City reviews the bids 
and awards and finalizes 

the contracts

The General Contractor 
obtains a building permit 

and mobilizes on site

The City of Boston 
advertises the project for 

bids

8-12 weeks 12-16 weeks 1-2 weeks

Fall / Winter 2025



QUESTIONS & COMMENTS?
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For written comments or questions:
Use the chat dialog box

To ask a question:
Raise hand and wait to be called on

38

QUESTIONS & COMMENTS
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QUESTIONS & COMMENTS

Feedback can be issued through the 
project page:

https://www.bpl.org/south-end-project/

Written comments or questions can also 
be directed to:
Priscilla Foley

Director of Neighborhood Services
617-859-2233
pfoley@bpl.org

https://www.bpl.org/south-end-project/


THANK YOU!
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LIBRARY PARK TREE PROTECTION ZONES
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Tree protection 
Tree to monitor
Additional oversight
due to proximity to
construction

Manual 
Earthwork 

No
Earthwork 

Mechanical 
Earthwork 


