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SOUTH END BRANCH LIBRARY
Community Meeting 
May 19th, 2026
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AGENDA

■ Introductions and Objectives 

■ Previous Community Meetings Summary 

■ Estimated Project Timeline

■ Current City Service Vehicle Access

■ Proposed Alley #510 Layout 

■ Branch Exterior Design Facing Alley #510

■ Operational Changes to Alley #510
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PREVIOUS COMMUNITY MEETINGS

■ Jan 8, 2024 Community Meeting #1
○ Overview of engagement process and timeline
○ History of the branch location and current 

building design
○ Core branch library program review 

■ Feb 12, 2024 Community Meeting #2
○ Proposed South End Library building program
○ Site Observations
○ Test Fits 

■ Jun 12, 2024 Community Meeting #3
○ Conceptual Layout of Building Program
○ Space-by-space Review of Program
○ Preliminary Massing

■ Dec 10, 2024 Community Meeting #4
○ Library Park Impacts 
○ Progress Floor Plans
○ Project Sustainability Initiatives 

■ Feb 10, 2025 Community Meeting #5
○ Progress Floor Plans
○ Exterior Design Concept Introduction 
○ Interior Design Concept Introduction  

■ May 28, 2025 Community Meeting #6
○ Progress Floor Plans
○ Progress Exterior Design 
○ Progress Interior Design
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PRE-QUALIFICATION BIDDING CONTRACTING
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DESIGN

UPDATE CONSTR 
DOCS

Spring - 
Summer 

2026 Fall 2026 Winter 2026 Spring 2027

DESIGN

HIRING CONTRACTOR

ESTIMATED PROJECT TIMELINE

Construction Duration: 
27 months
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SOUTH END LIBRARY STREETS DESIGN TRADE-OFFS

● The ground floor footprint of the library extends approximately 5 feet into 
Alley 510 which runs behind the library, while staying within the BPL property 
lines. Alley 510 is connected perpendicularly to Alley 529 which is serviced by 
Public Works vehicles for the collection of solid waste and recycling. Today, 
sanitation vehicles service Alley 529 via West Newton Street, and exit via Alley 
510 via both West Newton Street and Rutland Square.

CONFIRM IF PRINT IS REQ’D

https://www.google.com/maps/@42.3415214,-71.0770764,3a,75y,230.61h,80.87t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1scqGG0hsamxaFtlHDzWzn2w!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pitch%3D9.131494906660677%26panoid%3DcqGG0hsamxaFtlHDzWzn2w%26yaw%3D230.60601825116996!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQxMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
https://www.google.com/maps/@42.3415814,-71.0774015,3a,75y,150.24h,77.1t/data=!3m7!1e1!3m5!1s2nNT0rEom573qQIKYWWKRQ!2e0!6shttps:%2F%2Fstreetviewpixels-pa.googleapis.com%2Fv1%2Fthumbnail%3Fcb_client%3Dmaps_sv.tactile%26w%3D900%26h%3D600%26pitch%3D12.89938848502058%26panoid%3D2nNT0rEom573qQIKYWWKRQ%26yaw%3D150.23900128787298!7i16384!8i8192?entry=ttu&g_ep=EgoyMDI2MDQxMy4wIKXMDSoASAFQAw%3D%3D
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PROPOSED ALLEY #510 LAYOUT - OPTION 1
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LIBRARY BRANCH EXTERIOR DESIGN AT ALLEY #510 - OPTION 1
UTILE TO PRINT
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ALLEY #510 LAYOUT - OPTION 2

A
LL

EY
#

52
9

ALLEY #510

TREMONT ST 30’10’

NOTCH TO ACCOMMODATE 
VEHICLE TURNS

CONCRETE

5’ 20’
N

ELEC. 
TRANS-

FORMER

LIBRARY PARK

ASPHALT 
ALLEYWAY

R
U

TL
A

N
D

 S
Q

W
. N

EW
TO

N
 S

T

RELOCATE
DEDICATED TREE

ASPHALT 
ALLEYWAY

14
’-1

0”

22
’-2

”

REMOVE 
STREET TREE

RECONSTRUCT 
CROSSWALK

TRASH / RECYCLING VEHICLE

SNOW REMOVAL VEHICLE

STREET SWEEPING VEHICLE

COMPOST COLLECTION VEHICLE

Public Works Trucks

*
Shaded region
on site plan 
represents wheel 
location

Color dashed 
lines represent 
the bumpers of 
the vehicles

UTILE TO PRINT



10

LIBRARY BRANCH EXTERIOR DESIGN AT ALLEY #510 - OPTION 2
UTILE TO PRINT
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ALLEY #510 LAYOUT - OPTION 3

TRASH / RECYCLING VEHICLE

SNOW REMOVAL VEHICLE

STREET SWEEPING VEHICLE

COMPOST COLLECTION VEHICLE

A
LL

EY
#

52
9

ALLEY #510

TREMONT ST 30’10’

NOTCH TO ACCOMMODATE 
VEHICLE TURNS

BRICK 
PAVERS

CONCRETE

5’ 20’
N

ELEC. 
TRANS-

FORMER

*
Shaded region
on site plan 
represents wheel 
location

Color dashed 
lines represent 
the bumpers of 
the vehicles

Public Works Trucks

LIBRARY PARK

ASPHALT 
ALLEYWAY

R
U

TL
A

N
D

 S
Q

W
. N

EW
TO

N
 S

T

8’
-8

”

14
’-1

0”

16
’-6

”
ASPHALT 

ALLEYWAY

RELOCATE
DEDICATED TREE

UTILE TO PRINT



12

LIBRARY BRANCH EXTERIOR DESIGN AT ALLEY #510 - OPTION 3
UTILE TO PRINT
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LIBRARY BRANCH EXTERIOR DESIGN AT LIBRARY PARK
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Private Alley 510 + 
Current Public Works Flow

OPERATIONAL CHANGES TO PUBLIC ALLEY 510

1. One Way: Private Alley 510 will 
become one-way to minimize 
conflicts. 

 
2. Signage: Add No Stopping signage for 

fire access, public works services and 
neighborhood access. 

Private Alley 510 
and Ownership

3. Designation: Add the ‘Open to Public 
Travel’ designation to the alley. The 
alley is already open to public travel, 
as residents along Private Alley 529 
pass through, but the designation adds 
clarity.

UTILE TO PRINT
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Proposed Traffic FlowsExisting Traffic Flows

ONE-WAY - PUBLIC ALLEY 510

● Private Alley 510 becomes 
one-way from West Newton 
to Rutland Square (Do Not 
Enter at Rutland Square). 

● No Left Turn/Do Not Enter, 
Right Turn Only from Alley 
529 to Alley 510.

UTILE TO PRINT




